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Special Grain Arbitrators Criteria 

This list is made available to the American Arbitration Association (AAA) and provides for a list of Special Grain 

Arbitrators who may serve as Chairperson of three-person AAA arbitration panels in NAEGA arbitrations and have met the 

criteria as outlined in the Guidelines for NAEGA Approved Arbitrators, Special Grain Arbitrators and Schedule of Fees.   

 

Mr. Amer Y. Badawi  

Head of Charters & Operations Unit, Supply Chain Division 

United Nations World Food Programme, Head Quarters  

Via Cesare Giulio Viola 68/70, 00148, Rome, Italy  

Telephone: 503-705-8586 USA or +39 340 104 4389 Italy 

E-mail address: aybarbitrator@gmail.com or amer.badawi@wfp.org   

Professional background: Experienced NAEGA/ICDR arbitrator with 35+ years of professional & senior management 

intellect at multinational organizations.  Fluency in international trade, grain contracts (NAEGA, GAFTA, FOSFA), elevator 

tariffs, marine insurance, charterparties (time, voyage and bareboat), laytime, supply chain management, collective 

bargaining agreements, port & grain facility operations.  Knowledge of English and American maritime law.  BA in 

Psychology, Philosophy and Logical Studies.  Graduate studies in Transportation Management and various certificates in 

Advanced Chartering Problems, computer science and business communications.  Broad industry stewardship includes 

having served as Board President of the Merchants Exchange, Board President of the Maritime Fire & Safety Association, 

Commissioner on the Board of Maritime Pilots, NAEGA Board member and Vice-Chair of the NAEGA Contract 

Committee.  Completed the AAA/ICDR International Symposia on Advanced Case Management Issues in May 2019.   

 

Mr. Samuel Bonilla 

Rich-Port Consulting, LLC   

10700 Bradbury Way, 

Fort Myers, Fl, 33913 

Telephone: 612-418-7821. 

E-mail address: samtico@hotmail.com 

Professional Background: Retired from Cargill Incorporated after 10 years (1999 - 2009) where last held the position of 

CASC Trade Execution Leader for North America. Previously worked for Continental Grain Company for 31 years (1968 

- 1999) and achieved the position of Assistant Vice President, Manager of Export Administration, in Continental's World 

Grain Division. During time spent with both companies gained experience in all aspects of export administration, including 

commodity traffic and contracts.  Chairman of the Contracts Committee of NAEGA (2003 - 2009). Currently working with 

NAEGA as Senior Advisor, Contracts and Commercial Practice.  Sam attended the AAA/ICDR International Symposia on 

Advanced Case Management Issues in November 2019.  

 

Ms. Lucienne Carasso Bulow 

Interactive Dispute Resolution Services 

290 West End Avenue 

New York, NY 10023 

Telephone: 212-580-5016 

Fax. No.     212-580-5017 

E-mail address: lucienne.bulow@verizon.net  

Professional Background: I have been an arbitrator since 1980.  Currently President/Owner of Interactive Dispute 

Resolution Services.  Was Vice President in charge of arbitrations at Continental Grain Company in the Commodity 

Marketing Group. Served as President of the Society of Maritime Arbitrators, Inc. from 1997 to 2001.  Employed by Bunge 

Corporation from 1973 to 1981 in maritime claims. Worked at Continental Grain Company from 1981 to 2000, handling 

maritime and commodity disputes and arbitrations in London (GAFTA, FOSFA, LMAA) and in the U.S. (SMA, AAA, 

NAEGA and NGFA). PhD, Yale University. 
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Mr. Todd Erickson 

6030 Ridge Road 

Shorewood, MN USA 55331 

Telephone: 952-820-5485 

Email: todderickson33@gmail.com 

Professional background: Todd Erickson was a lawyer for Cargill for over 32 years, retiring in August 2017.  He 

worked out of its headquarters in Minneapolis and, for 9 years, its trading offices in Geneva, Switzerland.  For five of 

those years in Geneva he led the Geneva law department and was part of the Cargill Geneva management team.  His 

experience covers a wide range of issues facing agricultural and energy trading businesses, including purchase and sale 

contract and charter party negotiation and disputes, trade finance, compliance investigations and training, business 

transactions (M&A and joint ventures) and representing Cargill in arbitration proceedings administered by NAEGA, 

GAFTA, FOSFA, ICSID and the LMAA, among other organizations.  Mr. Erickson graduated from Carleton College and 

received his J.D. from Washington University in St. Louis. Todd currently acts as a Senior Advisor to NAEGA. 

 

Ms. Lorraine ldt 

Lorraine Idt 

Vice President, Ag-Vic Consulting Incorporated 

1330 Reed Place N. 

Regina, SK S4X 3G6 

Phone 306-526-6604 

Email lorraine.idt@sasktel.net 

Professional Background: Over 40 years experience in grain contracts, shipping and logistics; over 20 years experience 

in grain arbitration. Arbitrating member for NAEGA; National Grain and Feed Association; Grain and Feed Trade 

Association, London; Federation of Oils, Seeds and Fats Association, London; Canadian Special Crops Association  

 

Mr. J. Stephen Lucas 

President 

Jayhawker Consulting Co. LLC 

Trumbull, CT 06611 

Phone: 203-984-7595 

E-mail: Jayhawkercc@gmail.com  

Professional Background:  Former Vice President Export/Operations, Louis Dreyfus Co.  Held a variety of merchandising 

and administrative positions during a 32-year career with Louis Dreyfus Co.  Have served as an arbitrator for the national 

Grain and Feed Association since 1978.  Former member of NAEGA contracts committee and a NAEGA arbitrator since 

1998.  Have served as a member of the Board of Directors for the National Grain and Feed Association, National Waterways 

Conference, and Canadian Chamber of Maritime Commerce.  Also have served 6 years on the Inland Waterways User 

Board.  Since 2005 have provided consulting services in all phases of the grain industry and expert witness services for a 

variety of clients both domestic and international.  Education:  B.A. – Microbiology, University of Kansas; M.B.A. – 

University of Kansas. 

 

Mr. Jay O’Neil 

Proprietor HJ O’Neil Commodity Consulting 

526 Westfield Ct.  

Eagle Point, OR 97524 

Home office: 541-879-1980 

Cell: 785-410-2303 

Email: joneil@ksu.edu  

  

Professional Background: Jay has 48 years’ experience in the Grain industry. Jay is the proprietor of HJ O’Neil 

Commodity Consulting. Jay spent 12 years as the Senior Agricultural Economist at the International Grains Program (IGP) 

at Kansas State University. Prior to that he worked as a Grain Trader and Trade Group Manager for Continental Grain, The 

Pillsbury Company, The Ferruzzi Group, Bartlett Grain Co. and as a private consultant to domestic and international grain 

companies. Jay has also managed Rail, Barge and Ocean freight groups and publishes a weekly International Transportation 
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and Export report.  Jay has traveled to and worked with Grain Buyers in 47 countries. He is a past chairman of the NAEGA 

Trade Rules committee and an emeritus member of the NAEGA Contracts and Arbitration Committee and continues to 

serve as an arbitrator with the North American Export Grain Association (NAEGA). Jay graduated with a BA from San 

Jose State University in California. 

 

Ms. Maria A. Reinitz 

Maria Reinitz 

11025 Canyon Road 

Omaha, NE 68112 USA 

Phone 402.889.4105  

email: mreinitz100@gmail.com           

Professional background:  Retired October 2022 after 42 years in the grain trade.  Gavilon Grain, LLC, Consultant May 

2021 - October 2022.  Gavilon Grain, LLC, Director Trade Execution June 2008 – May 2021.  ConAgra Trade Group: July 

1984 – June 2008 as Manager, Contract Execution.  Overseas Commodities Corporation: 1979 – 1984 as grain accountant 

and grain trader.  Autotrain Corp: 1974 – 1977 as Passenger Terminal Manager.   

Experience: shipping experience in wheat, feed grain, grain by products, edible oils, glycerine and animal by products via 

ocean bulk, rail, barge and containerized shipments.  Includes experience with export shipping from North, Central and 

South America, Black Sea, EU, domestic U.S. logistics,  charterparties, purchase and sale contracts and governing contracts 

(NAEGA, NGFA, GAFTA, FOSFA, ANEC, PORAM and more).  Served on NAEGA Contract Committee for more than 

20 years, and, as Co-Chair from 2018-2020. Served on the USDA Grain Inspection Advisory Committee 2012 – 2015. 

Education: Hillsdale College, University of Louisville (1977, BA Management), National Center for Paralegal Training 

(1978, post graduate Paralegal).  Completed GAFTA Distance Learning Program 2009.  Maria attended the AAA/ICDR 

International Symposia on Advanced Case Management Issues in May 2019.  

Dispute resolution: Served as mediator and arbitrator for the BBB as well as NAEGA arbitrator. 
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