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COP/MOP-3 made significant decisions on the documentation requirements for the 
transboundary movement of LMOs. While industry does not need to be compliant with 
COP/MOP-3 decisions, the 133 countries that have ratified the Protocol must be 
compliant. Therefore many governments may be in the process of reviewing, or in many 
cases establishing their biosafety laws and regulations to ensure that they are in 
compliance with the Protocol. As industry must be compliant with the laws and 
regulations of exporting and importing governments, industry is advised to have 
discussions with their respective governments to ensure that new laws and/or regulations 
pertaining to the transboundary movement of LMOs do not create trade barriers or 
generate unnecessary costs.  
 
The following documentation decisions pertaining to the transboundary movement of 
LMOs were taken at COP/MOP-3:  This information is presented to the trade to facilitate 
discussions with your respective governments on the decisions identified below to 
determine whether or not your government will be changing or establishing new 
biosafety laws/regulations: 
 

• All transboundary LMO shipments must carry the following documentation: 
o That the LMOs are not intended for intentional introduction into the 

environment 
o The common, scientific and, where available, commercial names of the 

LMOs 
o The transformation event code of the LMOs or, where available, its unique 

identifier code 
o Contact point for further information (e.g. importer/exporter) 
o Internet address of the Biosafety Clearing House 

• In cases where the identity of the LMOs is known through means such as identity 
preservation systems, the documentation should state that the shipment contains 
LMOs that are intended for direct use as food or feed, or for processing 

• In cases where the identity of the LMOs is not known through means such as 
identity preservation systems, the documentation should state that the shipment 
may contain one or more LMOs that are intended for direct use as food or feed, 
or for processing (normal bulk shipments of corn, soybeans and canola) 

• Acknowledges that the expression may contain does not require a listing of 
LMOs of species other than those that constitute the mixture 

• Above information may be included on commercial invoice 
• Transboundary movements of LMOs between Parties (133 countries that have 

ratified the Protocol) and non-Parties (countries that have not ratified the Protocol 
such as Argentina, Australia, Canada and the United States) shall be consistent 
with the objective of the Protocol, and the specific requirements set out above do 
not apply to such movements 
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Conclusions: 
 

1. Industry should not provide detailed documentation requirements identified 
above until requested by governments. (Supplying detailed documentation 
requirements on shipping documentation may cause unnecessary delays if 
government export/import officials do not expect the information).  

 
2. As Parties may enter into arrangements with Parties or non-Parties 

containing documentation requirements different than identified above (such 
as are contained within the Mexico / United States / Canada Trilateral 
Arrrangement), industry should not provide detailed documentation 
requirements until the requirements have been agreed upon bilaterally or 
regionally. 

 
3. Countries may use the COP/MOP-3 decisions to establish or change their 

biosafety regulations. Regulations may differ between countries. Industry 
should have discussions with their respective governments to determine if 
changes are being contemplated to their biosafety laws governing the 
export/import of LMOs. It is important for both exporters and importers to 
understand the biosafety documentation requirements of the countries to 
which shipments are being made in order to avoid costly delays.  

 
4. If changes in export/import / laws/regulations are being contemplated in any 

country, the trade is asked to advise the IGTC secretariat at 
dstephens@canadagrainscouncil.ca and further information will be supplied 
concerning possible trade impact of different documentation implementation 
options that you may wish to bring to the attention of your respective 
government. 
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