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NOTICE TO TRADE 10-16-08, Re: U.S. Phytosanitary Certificates for Mexico: 

 
 
Dear Colleague,  
 
This notice to the trade is intended to provide advice of practice to solve some of the problems that result from 
SENASICA’s requirement that original hard copy phytosanitary certificates be presented to Mexican officials prior 
to permitting shipment discharge.  Please find attached the notice (2009-9-22….) in this regard.  
 
Effective October 1st, 2009, SAGARPA began requiring that shipments arriving Mexican ports and rail crossings be 
cleared by SENASICA prior to unloading with only the original Phytosanitary Certificate.  As a result SENASICA 
will no longer allow the clearance process to begin with scanned or photocopies of the originals.  
   
As a result of this requirement, it is extremely important that exporters work closely with their local phytosanitary 
certification (federal, state or county) office to coordinate the issuance of original Phytosanitary certificates. 
   
This notice is to inform you that APHIS has resources available on overtime, after business hours, weekends and 
holidays, to insure that these certificates are issued without any delays.  Please note:  
   
1.       Normal business hours are 8:00 to 4:30 on weekdays.  If certificate needs to be issued over a weekend or 
holiday, the exporter or his agent must contact the local phytosanitary certification (federal, state or county) office 
by no later than 3 pm on Friday (or day before the holiday) with the request.  Local certifying officials will confirm 
to the requesting party the availability of personnel and coordinate the times required for service.  
 
2.       The exporter is responsible for keeping the certifying officials updated with any vessel delays. Any delays 
must be informed to APHIS, by the exporter or their agent, no later than 1 hour prior to the required start of the 
overtime period.  
 
3.       Some circumstances might require Phytosanitary certificates be issued at the exporter’s office and/or elevator. 
This type of service is available, subject to personnel availability, provided adequate notice has been given to the 
local certifying office. 
 
 4.      Exporters should bear in mind that timeliness of service may be limited and costs increased in some areas, 
such as Lake Charles, due to the size and location of the office in comparison to other ports. These areas will 
require even closer communication to avoid potential delays. 
 
 5.     Please find the related second attachment (20091009….)issued October 1st by SAGARPA giving hours of 
availability for overtime on weekends and holidays, as well as, included the working hours of their various offices. 
The first page basically says that all we need is to provide 24 hour notice given by the Mexican broker), and pay 
corresponding fees, for any work required on weekend and holidays.  
 
 6.       The APHIS overtime rates and user fees schedule can be found at:  http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-
idx?c=ecfr&rgn=div5&view=text&node=7:5.1.1.1.14&idno=7 . 
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