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International Grain Trade Coalition
Value Proposition

The International Grain Trade Coalition (IGTC) addresses trade and investment
impacting nearly 1.5 billon metric tons of trade annually. The effectiveness and
efficiency of the IGTC results in direct benefit to the global value chain are difficult
to measures but should be expected to result in:
1. Increased efficiencies in performance of industry representation before
international institutions that easily amount to over 1 million dollars of cost
reduction.
2. Increased effectiveness of national and regional advocacy groups through
greatly improved policy assessment, information exchange and a
coordinated policy advocacy.
3. Cost savings of 2-3 $ per ton or $US 1-5 Billion annually in the value chain
by preventing unwarranted imposition of costs and risks that cannot be
managed.
4. Firm level improvements trade execution reducing costs as much as $5 per
ton.
IGTC Value results from its impact on the policies and practices it
addresses and on the resources participants derive from investing in IGTC
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IGTC’s tried-and-tested path to success:

IGTC is constantly communicating and promoting the work of its Members,
Corporate Stakeholders and Partners. Overall participation from 85 countries
around the world directly benefits more than 8000 Corporate Stakeholders
Addressing global policy issues as well as commercial and official practice, the
IGTC provides for collaboration and consolidation of efforts, allowing participants
to spend more time responding to the demands of daily business. The resulting
improvements to global food security and economies benefit everyone.
IGTC has a proven track record and maintains relevance with expansive
global membership and Corporate Stakeholders. Governments and
international institutions rely on and benefit from IGTC.
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Results for trade facilitation:
Increased opportunities, reduced risks,
lower costs and education of the entire
value chain
IGTC focusses on Commercial and Official Practices and International
Policies that are organized as “Files” addressed by Policy Teams and
Practice Working Groups. In turn IGTC Members and Corporate
Stakeholders benefit from investing and engaging in IGTC operations.
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Current IGTC Files
IGTC files, November 2016
1. Cartagena Biosafety Protocol
2. Low level presence
3. Plant breeding innovation
4. IPPC ISPM on the movement of grain
5. Electronic trading documentation
6. World Bank – Enabling the business of agriculture
7. Maximum Residue Limits
8. Engagement with the International Maritime Organization
Whilst accommodating the presence of grain produced by seeds with GMO
technology was the catalyst for the formation of IGTC, active IGTC files now
contain a number of matters that are not directly related to the innovation of RDNA
technology. IGTC is focused on addressing the files listed below. All of the concerns
addressed have significant impact on the constituents of all IGTC participants.
IGTC Corporate Stakeholders, irrespective of whether they are exporting,
importing or providing services to the international trade, currently find or soon
will find their business operations, including compliance and risk management,
strongly impacted by the outcome of IGTC efforts to address these files. Likewise,
all files addressed by IGTC have an impact on the sustainability of entire value
chain from producer to consumer.
New and additional IGTC files are constantly under consideration and may be
brought forward by any Member or Corporate Stakeholder.
CARTAGENA BIOSAFETY PROTOCOL (CBP)
Key statistics
170 Parties
103 Signatures

>85% of the world’s grain movements
11 participants on IGTC Policy Team, with
global representation

Why does the IGTC engage? The CBP is a founding issue of focus for the IGTC and
strongly implicates the grain trade. In November 2016, the 170 Parties to the
Protocol cover more than 85% of the world’s grain trade movements. Important
grain trading ‘Non-Parties’, such as Canada, Australia, Argentina and the USA,
may also comply with CBP provisions when exporting to countries that have
ratified.
The IGTC has had considerable success in addressing the Cartagena Protocol on
Biosafety (CPB), which is a part of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).
The Protocol sets precedent for national regulation of the transboundary
movement of Living Modified Organisms, read GM grain. The Parties to the
Protocol meet every two years with the most recent Meeting of the Parties (MOP
7) being held in Cancún, Mexico, in December 2016. The IGTC has advocated
strongly at all MOPs to ensure that the Protocol provides for the least trade
distortive measures. At the previous meeting (MOP7), the Parties agreed to a
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number of important decisions, including the acceptability of “may contain”
documentation, which were championed by IGTC for over 15 years.
Parties to the Cartagena Biosafety Protocol

Source: biosafetyscanner.org
PLANT PRODUCTION METHODS
Key statistics
179.7 million hectares of biotech crops
cultivated in 2015
15 countries have endorsed the
international statement on LLP

>8 emerging breeding techniques
(cisgenesis, ODM, zinc finger nuclease…)
2 x IGTC Policy Teams: Plant breeding
innovation, and Low Level Presence – 12
participants on each, with global
coverage

Why does the IGTC engage? There is an urgent and pressing need for global
representation of the grain trade to advocate for policies that do not place
unmanageable or unreasonable responsibilities on the supply chain as a result of
plant breeding methods. Failure to proactively develop transparent policies means
that there are real threats to the operational efficiency of the grain trade, some
examples being: cancellation of contracts; premiums and supply shortages for the
country of import; and significant issues across the value chain from farmers to
consumers.
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One feature of the IGTC’s advocacy is to call for a move away from zero tolerance
on Low Level Presence (LLP) for safety-assessed GM crops, as a critical element
of developing predictable trade. IGTC is coordinating efforts with countries,
regions and industry partners also seeking to provide for solutions to trade
frustrations that result from the presence of a GMO in grain that is not acceptable
in the country of import, when the subject GM events have been approved in the
country of export/production or elsewhere. The case of the cost and reputational
risk accorded to the parties involved in the Agrisure Viptera MIR 162 related trade
disruption with China which occurred in early 2014 is a dramatic example of the
need for policy to facilitate trade when such lack of regulatory coherence exists.
If China had an LLP policy, the effects of the presence of trace amounts of MIR
162 would have been significantly ameliorated or absolved entirely.
IGTC is also working with the Global Low Level Presence Initiative (GLI) consisting
of 14 major grain exporting and importing countries/regions and four observer
countries and regions. The initiative exists to encourage countries to provide for
synchronised approvals. In the absence of synchronised approvals, IGTC is
encouraging mutual recognition of approval until national regimes can be
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synchronised. Finally, if such regulatory coherence cannot be achieved, IGTC is
working to encourage policies that accommodate a low-level presence in grain of
the GMO events that are yet to be approved in country of import.
On “new” innovations in the plant breeding world, such as agro-infiltration,
cisgenesis & intragenesis; and oligonucleotide directed mutagenesis (ODM), the
IGTC is advocating for alignment at international level, highlighting the fact that
differentiation in regulatory approaches can cause significant legal uncertainty of
great concern to plant breeders, biotechnology companies and the overall grain
trade.
IPPC INTERNATIONAL STANDARD FOR PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
(ISPM) FOR GRAIN
Key statistics
182 contracting Parties to the IPPC
37 existing international standards
(ISPMs), including on pest risk analysis,
phytosanitary certification, and sampling
methods

1 new standard to be specifically drafted
on the movement of grain
21 participants on IGTC Policy Team,
with global coverage

Why does the IGTC engage? Since its establishment in 2001, the IGTC has been
working to address the broad challenges related to the implementation of
phytosanitary measures, with the ultimate goal of enhancing the long-term
contribution of the grain trade to global food security. A current concern is the
development of a new International Standard for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPM)
for Grain by the IPPC which will have a significant impact on the trade, as well as
being recognised as the basis for phytosanitary measures applied by grain trading
countries, for example under the WTO’s Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures
(SPS) Agreement.
The forthcoming ISPM will affect shipments of grain from Parties to the
Convention, i.e. all the major exporting and importing countries. IGTC
representation has already ensured that the scope of the, yet to be developed,
standard is confined to solely phytosanitary issues and the IGTC continues to have
the opportunity to provide insight and expertise on the drafting committee.
ELECTRONIC TRADING DOCUMENTATION
Key statistics
7+ documents needed for one single grain
trade shipment (bill of lading, origin
certificate, phytosanitary certificate…)
15 countries identified for pilot of ePhyto
Hub

>3 international organizations currently
engaged in this work: IPPC, WTO, World
Customs Organization
33 participants on IGTC Working Group,
with global coverage

Why does the IGTC engage? As part of a comprehensive communications work
programme, the IGTC is calling for more efficient, faster and flexible solutions to
managing important trade facilitating documentation. The IGTC’s Working Group
has agreed that a focus should be placed on systems that meet critical
requirements on reliability, confidentiality and choice of competitive options.
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In addition, an important opportunity for IGTC participants is the current project
undertaken by the IPPC and WTO on electronic conveyance of phyto-sanitary
certificates. As part of this work, the IGTC is providing guidance and advice on the
creation of a global ‘e-Phyto Hub’ - a single point (hub) system that involves
multilaterally established transmission/retrieval requirements.

WORLD BANK: ENABLING THE BUSINESS OF AGRICULTURE (EBA)
Key statistics
62 countries will be analyzed in the EBA
2017 report

17 countries will have a unique focus on
cereal market access

Why does the IGTC engage? The shared aim of the IGTC and the World Bank is to
promote smart, efficient regulations that ensure safety and quality control while
supporting inclusive participation in agricultural value chains and an environment
conducive to business in agriculture.
Launched in April 2016, the IGTC’s Working Group on Enabling the Business of
Agriculture engages in the monitoring of regulations that impact agribusinesses
and the functioning of agricultural markets. A tangible benefit for IGTC participants
is the chance to contribute to the World Bank’s EBA reports, which are published
annually/biannually and provide “real-time” data for global governments,
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incentivizing regulatory reform. With different launch events forecast around the
world in early 2017, the EBA 2017 report will contain robust and accurate data on
specific grain products in specific countries. Overall 62 countries will be analyzed,
17 of which will have a unique focus on cereals.
MAXIMUM RESIDUE LEVELS (MRLs)
Key statistics
188 Codex Members - 187 Member
Countries and 1 Member Organization (EU)
New technology can detect PPP levels close
to one part per billion, and in some cases
parts per trillion.

240 Codex Observers - 56 IGOs, 168
NGOs, 16 UN.
5 ppm: the Codex glyphosate/lentil MRL

Why does the IGTC engage? There is a need to enhance trade facilitation by
tackling the barriers created by inconsistent, unjustified and unevenly applied
MRLs on plant protection products. The IGTC’s Working Group focusses on
cooperation with international partners including farmers, exporters, importers
and consumers to address the risks and negative consequences for the provision
of agricultural goods. A central theme is global advocacy for recognition of
scientific standards/approaches to MRLs, reducing friction from MRL differences
and creating educational materials demonstrating that MRLs are not related to
human, animal and environmental health.

Source: FAO, Statistics Division (FAOSTAT) link

IGTC Value Proposition November 2016
Page 9 of 11

Annex 1: November 2016 IGTC BP

RESOURCES:
WHAT DO IGTC PARTICIPANTS GET?

The chance to lead on policy issues impacting on the grain trade
a) Coordination of global efforts on key grain trade priorities.
b) Participation on the IGTC’s Policy Teams, Working Groups and potentially
Management Council.
c) Supported by an IGTC calendar that is available to detail roadmaps of the
IGTC Policy Teams and Working Groups. It is an uncomplicated document
and regularly updated (every 2 weeks).
d) Shared awareness of grain trade priorities at national and regional level,
promoting general understanding and sympathy across the value chain.
e) Knowledge of the industry’s best speakers/sources of knowledge on specific
issues.
f) People-mapping to bring together in one place names, and contact details
of global actors: this includes IGTC members, as well as global institutions
such as WTO, FAO, IPPC & Codex.
In-person meetings: General Assemblies and Strategy Sessions
a) Participation in in-person, strategically organized meetings. These meetings
are used as targeted opportunities to begin conversations with potential
new participants, and global decision makers.
b) Provision of opportunities for participants to improve relationships with
international decision makers.
c) Communication between IGTC participants: ‘association-to-association’
and ‘business-to-business’.
Professional development for emerging talent in the grain trade community:
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a) The IGTC benefits enormously from having a consistent, high-level
presence of CEOs, Directors General and Presidents attending its
conference calls and in-person meetings.
b) The IGTC can also offer short-term projects for junior staff or interns
already working for IGTC member associations or Corporate
Stakeholders, ensuring that the whole grain trade community has a
chance to be exposed to the work of the Coalition.
c) Such programmes would to give talented individuals exposure to grain trade
debates on the international stage and the chance to diversify their
portfolio.
d) This is a significant opportunity for the grain trade at large, using the
convening power of the IGTC to help:
i)
attract and retain good people in the grain trade community
ii)
combine and strengthen human resources
iii)
increase motivation of junior staff by giving them further examples
of the “bigger picture”
iv)
overall strengthening of the IGTC though raising awareness of the
Coalition “bottom-up”
Suite of documents available for use
a) Blank IGTC template in Word format.
b) Flyer on the IGTC to share with global partners (8000 members in 85
countries, not-for-profit, international policy affecting daily commercial
realities).
c) Status updates and briefings on current policy developments including the
development of communications materials on the impact on commercial
operators.
d) Basic PowerPoint presentation introducing the IGTC.
IGTC newsletter
Fortnightly update (+/- 800 words) for IGTC members and Corporate
Stakeholders covering:
a) Developments on global policy priorities (e.g. Geneva meeting on GHS
classification, communication with IPPC on e-Phyto hub….).
b) Outcomes of key meetings with partners, as well as IGTC General
Assemblies and Strategy Sessions.
c) Calendar of key dates.
Secretariat
A full-time Secretariat is available to organize activities, build strong
relationships with IGTC participants, and respond to their needs.
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